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OF THE 


BrITISH NATION. 


Saturday, November 6. 1708. 


in the Courſe of theſe Papers, 10 ſhew 
you, whether tbe Diflen ters in Scotland 
have inſulted the Church or no, whether the 
legally called Miniſters bave obtain'd legal 


I Am now by the Order of my Deſign, and 


Admiſſion or no, and whether the Church bas | 


bees rabbled in theſe Caſes of Intruſion or 
0. 

And becauſe 1 will ſay nothing here but by 
unanſwerable Authorities, 1give yourbe Com- 
plaint of the Presbytery of Roſs, 4s it was 
given in to the QUEEN, and made publick 
again in ber Majeſty's Name, and by ber Royal 
Authority When the Gentlemen we 
are talking t0 pleaſe 20 diſpute this Authority, 
we ſhall ſeek for ſome' better ;, for as I reſolve 
ro ſearch this Aﬀair t0 the Bottom, and 10 
fortifie it againſi all Manner of Cavil, 1 am 


reſolv'd alſo to bring you ſuch Authorities, «s 
20 Body ſhall be able to defeat And 


when this ſad Story i finiſhed, 1 bave more 
withous Number 10 Gly yoo 


NN, By the Grace of God, Queen of 
Great Britain, France, and Jreland, 

Defender of the Faith, To 
Macers of our Privy-Council, Meſſengers 
at Arms, our Sheriffs in that Part, Con- 
junly and Severally, Specially coaftitute, 
Greeting. Foraſmuch as it is humbly meaned 
and ſhown to us by our Lovit Fobn Blair, 
Agent te the Kick, and Sir Fames Stars 
our Advocate, and by ſpecial Order of Pri- 
vy-Council for our Intereft, Thar whereby 
the fifth AR of the Parliament 1690, Ene 
titled AR, Ratifying the Confeſſion of 
Faith, 


bn 


Faith, ard icttling Presopterigy Church 
Governmentz The Presbyterizy Church 
Govern and Diſcipline are ratified and 
coafirm'd to be the only Government of 
Chrift's Church within this Kingdon, which 
isalſo th:reatcer ſeveral times ratified, and 
particularly by the ſecond AQ of the Par- 
jiament 1702+ Wheredy in the Caſe of Va- 
cancy of any particular Paroch within the 
Bounds of any Presbytery, the Care and 
Cure of the ſajd Paroch doth devolye upon 
the Presbytery for the ſupplying and plant- 
ing rhereof, In conſequence whereof the 
Lords of our Privy- Council have ordain'd 
ſuch vacant Churches to be pateat, ard the 
Keys thereof to be deliver'd to the ſaid 
Presbytery» Like 45 by the AR of Parlia- 
ment 1699, Entitled Aﬀ for preventing 
Diſorders in the ſupplying and planting 
vacant Chuechcs, for remedying the Gudiel(s 
Abuſe of Rabbling, that ſo frequently hap- 
pens in Oppoſition to Miniſter, orderly ſent 
co ſupply vecaat Churches, all Perſons are 
itrialy prohibit and diſcharg'd to make any 
Oppoſition by Rabble and Tumult, or any 
other Manner of Violence to any Minifters, 
Ixwfully authoriz'd, and ſent to ſupply the 


ſaid Vacancy ; ard that under the Pain of 
on2 hundred Ponnd vpon every Hericor or 
Life-Renter, and of fifty Marks upon any 
other unlanded Perſon, 1ores quorzes, and 
that ſuch as are not able to pay, that they 
be puniſh'd in their Perſons, as the Lords 


of Pcivy-Council ſhall ſee Cauſe. Like as 
tor the better repreſſing of the ſaid Rabling 
and Violence, the ſeventh AQ of the Par- 
liament 1693, Entitled AQ agent inva- 
ding of Miniſters, i; ratified and thereto ex- 
tecded, with th: Alterations contained in 
the ſaid AR 1698. Like as by the ſame A, 
the Proctawation of Council made in the 
Year 1690, for the delivering the Keys of 
the vacant Churches to the Presbyteries, or 
their Order, is alſo ratified, and full Pxo- 
viſion m2de for the better Execution there» 
of, And farder by the AQ of Parliament: 
1537, Entitldd AR for Puniſhment of 
7]roublers of the Kirk, and Javaders of Mi: 
r:ifters, Jt is ſtatute, that whoſoever ſhall 
perturb the Order of the Kirk in Time 
© Dirine Service, or make any Tuinult, 


ta!ſe any Fray, £ci'h?r io the Rick or Rivke: 
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Yard, where-thro* th People convened 
ſhall hzppen to be dilorder'd, troutled or 
diſpers'd, the Perſons convilt thereof ſhall 
tyce all their moveable Goods as Eſcheat, 
but Prejudice of greater Puniſhments, it 
there happen any greater Offence. And 
farder, that whatſoever Perion or Perſon; 
invadss any Miniſter, or puts any violent 
Hands on him for any forged Quarrel, ſhall 
be puniſh'd therefor with all Rigaur, and 
ſhall incur the Tinſel and Efchear of all their 
Mveables. Like as by ſcveral Atts of Par- 
liament the Prophanation of the Lord's. Day 
i; moſt ſtrialy prohibir under the Pains 
therein mentioned. Nevertheleſs, It i; of 
Verity, that the Perſon: after-named are 
guilty of tranſgreſhng th. foreſaid Las and 
Acts of Parliament in manner after m-n- 
tioned, in ſo far as that Mr, Fohy Micra 
late Incumbent at Diagwall having deceas'd, 
and the Kirk and ParuUch thereot becoming 
thereby vacant, the Qnited Presbytery of 
Roſs and Sutherland having met in Fanuary 
lat, did appoint Maſter William Stuart Ni 
nifer'of Xillierne, the next adjacent Pa- 
roch to Dingwall, and one of their own 
Number, to ſupply the ſaidVacancy the next 
Lord':-Day. Whereupon the ſaid Mr. Wil- 
liam did on Saturday the 15th of the ſaid 
Month ſend a Letter to the Magiſtrates of 
Dingwail, hguifymng to them the ſaid Ap- 
pointmert. To which Anſwer was return'd 
by Fobn Dingwall late Baily, and one of the” 
Council cf the ſaid Burgh, That Mr. Wil- 
liam ſhould be as wellcome as | any of that 
Sort of Miniſters 3 and the next Day beirg 
the Lord's-Day, Mr. Stuart: came to the 
ſaid Foby. Dingwall';, having none with him 
but a Servant, where, as he thought, he was 
weell receiv'd, and direed-by. the Miftceſs 
of the Houſe to an outer Chamber z but 
perceiving a Rabble of Women and Others 
about the Church ſome Hours before th2 
ordinary Time of Worſhip, he call'd for his 
Landlord, but he could not be hid, which: 
mov'd M-. Stuart to ſend Alex, Munro. of 
Killichian, ne of his own Paroechiners (who. 
bad followed him to hear Sermon) to the- 
Magifirates to tell them, that if they had 
any Regard to GoJ,. to him, or themflyes,. 
they ſhuuld com2 and ſpeak wich him, and 
compeſce. the Tumult,. but none. of them. 

Weſe 
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were to be found, Thereafter a Multitude 
of Women, aniongft whom were Bz#barg 
Bayne, Spouſe to George Mckenzie late Bai- 
ly of Dingwall;, Margeret Kemp, Spouſe to 
fobu Dingwall, late Baily trere, and Mi- 
reſs of the Houſe where Mr. Stuart was 
lodg'd; Jjabel Dirgwall, Spoute to Coline 
Matheſon Town-Theſaurer therez Fanet 
and J/abel Dingwalls, Daughters to the Dz- 
ceas'd Donald Dingwal, ſometime Baily 
there, being Ring-leaders of the Rabble, 
cam? with Battons, and Stones, and Clods, 
and ſurrounding the Miniſters Chamber, 
mate bis outer Door faſt with Nails; 
and when Mr. Stuart chaleng'd them tor fo 
fiſtening, his Duor, he was anſwer'd with 
reviling Language, and going toa Window 
to ſpeak to the Multirude, it polfibly he 
could appezſe them, he was met with a 
Shuwer of Clods and Stones, Wani:h Rabble 
an3 Fray was rais'd that Myrniog principale 
ly by one Murdoch Mackenzie. vie urrchie, 
N-phew to Donald Dingwall >herift-Othcer, 
who came early to Dingwall, and warned a!) 
the Women in and about it to rendezvouſe 
at the Bridge-End of Dingwall, to oppoſe 
the V/bigs, as he ſaid, and chat he was or- 


der'd to do ſo under the Pain of being fia'd. 


Miſter Stuart the Minifter being in this 
Ptight, and hearing that Sir Robert Munro 
of Fowlis,aJufiice of Peace, and ſume others 
cut of hiz own Paroch of Xilrerne, were 
come to hear Sermcn, he cry'd, and 
requir'd the ſaid Sir Robert to make Acceſs 
to the Church in the mott .peaceable Man - 
ner, that the People that were come to 
hear might enter,. and that thereafter he 
ſhould; come and relieve him 3 Sir Robert 
«az oppos'd by the ſaid Rabble, mabtreat- 
ing and beating his Servants , eſpecially at 
their entring the Church-yard, five ſeveral: 
Men ard Women conven'd therefor in 
another Libel, and notwithſtanding that 
Sir Robert requir'd them in her Majeſty's 
Name not to interrupt Acceſs to the Kirk. 
But there-was no Acceſs given, until Sir 
Rob:rt order'd ſome Perſons to go in at a 
Window, which had neither Glaſs nor 


Stanchel, and remove the Barricadoe from 


behind one Noor of the Church, the otaer 


Door being ſo ſtrongly bolted and ſaſtened 
withNail-,that it could not be moved :; Aﬀter 
this, Sir Rovers going to relieve Mr. Stuart 


. the Mioiſter, as he broughc him from the 


Houle to the Kirk, they were purſued by the 
Rabble, eſpecially by the foreſaid Margaret 
Kemp, andFanes and. 1/abe} Dinzwalis, caft- 
jog Stones, Cluds 3nd Dirt at tnem; ang 
when the Worſhip was begun and almoft 
fhniſh'd, ſuch was the Miſchief of the Rab- 
blers, that rhey had gathered a Company 
of armed Men from the Country about, 
amongſt whom were as Chizf Ring-leaders, 
Fobn Macra vig aliſtir oig, Hugh Macra, Bro» 
ther to the ſaid Decezs'd Mr. Fobn Micra, 
late Iccumvent at Dingwal, Xenneth Macrg 
Brother Gecman to Ferqbuard Mtcra of In- 
verienats .. Macra, Son to Chriſtopber Macrga, 
Brother German to the (aid Dzcea>'d Mx. 
Febn Macra, all Four in the Paroch of K ins 
raill, and Murdos Mic GillichiUim in Achons 
nochie in the Paroch of Urray, Who comi:g. 
with their Complices wita Staves, Furks. 
and Kebbzrs,. ſo allarm'd the People in 
the Kirk, and at Worſhip, thar they were 
ail difturb'd and irighted. out of the Church, 
except the Minifter and a few with. him 3, 
and then. the Perſons above-named ſeeking 
to enter, upon Pretence that they were 
coming to attend the Worſhip ; ſo ſoon as 
enter'd, baving only ſhort Coats, and Arms 
in theic Hands, the ſaid Fobn Macrg vic 
aliſter came up to the Door of the Pulpir,, 
and preſented a- Piſtol to. the Minitter,, 
threatoing to kill him, uotil ſtopt by ſume 

of the Hearers. Whereupon the reft of the 
armed Men approached nearer, and ſcram- 

bling over the Seats to get to the Pulpit,, 
with menacing Counteaances,. and Arms 

ia theic Hauds, they commanded Mr. Stuart- 
to come down and begon, which confirain'd 

him to retire, while ſome of his Hearers. 
put aStop to their Fury z after which,. as; 
the Minifter was withdcawing through the. 
Church-yard, a Compaay of, his Hearers 

incloſ-d bim for his Preſcrvyation,, that: 
they might go off in Peace, 


The Remainder of this will follow in our next. 
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